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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—In a late number of the Gospel He- 
rald, I observed an extract from a letter from Mr. 
Woriall, of Glasgow, in which he limits the number 
of congregations in Scotland, professing faith in 
God’s universal love, to three. Now this statement 
js very far below the truth. There are in Scotland, 
six or eight Unitarian churches, who zealously be- 
lieve, and who proclaim it both from the pulpit and 
the press; and if we take into account the English 
Unitarians, among whom I believe there is not one 
advocate of endless misery, we will have an addi- 
tion of four hundred congregations, as much enti- 
tiled to the name of Universalists as Mr. Worrall’s 
churches. 

In proof of the Universalism of the British Uni- 
tarians, take the following facts: All their leading 
writers have espoused it: Dr. Priestly, in several 
of his works; Mr. Lindsey, in his Conversations on 
the Divine Government, showing that every thing 
is from God, and for good to all, Dr. Estlin, Mr. 
Grundy, Mr. Yates, Mr. Belsham, and Mr. Wright, 
in their numerous works. Also, Dr. Smith, late 
minister’ of the Unitarian church in Edinburgh, 
now of Yeovil, England, in his admirable work, 
entitled “ Illustrations of the vine Government ;” 
tending to show that every thing is under the direc- 
tion of infinite Wisdom and goodness, and will ter- 
minate in the production of universal purity and 
happiness. This excellent work, first printed in 
Glasgow, in 1816, has since passed through two 
London editions, and has received the decided ap- 
probation of the Unitarians as a body. 

Let us next turn to the “ Improved Version of the 
New Testament,” published by the “ Unitarian So- 
ciety, for promoting Christian knowledge, and the 
practice of virtue, by the distribution of books.” 
Their note on Matt. xxv. 46, reeds thus—* The 
word here rendered punishment, properly signifies 
correction, inflicted for the benefit of the offender; 
and the word translated everlasting, is often used to 
express a long, but indefinite duration. This text, 
therefore, so far from giving countenance to the 
harsh doctrine of endless misery, is rather favour- 
able to the more pleasing and more probable hypo- 
thesis of the ultimate restitution of the wicked to 
virtue and to happiness.” On 1 Cor. xv. 22, 23, 
they have the following note—* Here the apostle 
evidently considers Christ as a mere Man, as much 
as Adam was; death being introduced by one man, 
and eternal 4éfe by another. I: is also to be observed, 
that all, without exception, who die in Adam, will 
Participate in this glorious resurrection by Christ. 
Not indeed, all at the same time, but each in his 





own order; first Christ, afterwards all virtuous per- 
sons and true believers at his second coming ; lastly 
cometh the exd, the grand consunmmation of all 
things, when all his enemics shall be put under his 
feet, and all things shall be subdued unto him. That 
is, when all natural and moral evil shall be exter- 
minated, and death shall be swallowed up in victory. 
This is that glorious issue of the Divine administra- 
tion to which the gospel encourages us to look for- 
ward, and for which itis intended to qualify and 
prepare all who practically embrace it. Blessed 
and holy is he who hath part in the first resurrec- 
tion, over such the second death hath no power.” 

The Unitarians universally reject the silly notion 
of the personal existence of the devil. They have 
three periodical publications; two in London, the 
“Monthly Repository,” and the “ Christian Refor- 
mer.” One in Liverpool, the “ Christian Reflector.” 

There is another body of Unitarian Universalists, 
known by the name of “ Free-thinking Christians.” 
They published a periodical work, “The Free- 
Thinking Christian’s Quarterly Register,” designed 
to maintain the pure principles of Christianity 
against priesteraft, orthodoxy, and infidelity. They 
resemble the Quakers in their church government ; 
having no clergy nor any form of social worship. 
They consider that prayer ought to be wholly con- 
fined to the closet. A portion of: Scripture is ap- 
pointed to be discussed every Sabbath, and all are 
at liberty to give their opinion of it. But, as they 
use their reason in expounding the Scriptures, there 
is none of that silent waiting for the Spirit, and fre- 
quent disappointment when it does not visit them, 
that occurs in Quaker meetings. 

I am, with much esteem, yours, &c. J. L. 
—=—> 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

A NEW CALLING FOR THE CLERGY. 

Mr. Editor—The attentive observer of the times, 
and particularly of the maneuvering of the clergy, 
for the last four years, would very rationally con- 
clude, that the stock of artifice employed in wheed- 
ling money from the pockets of the community, to 
perpetuate the influence of the “ sacred few,” must 
be nearly exhausted, and that the renowned inven- 
tion of manufacturing “ pudding sticks,” to replen- 
ish “ the treasury of the Lord,” would be an apt item 
for bringing “ up the rear,” in the comical catalogue 
of ways and means, adopted by modern religionists 
for the “salvation of the heathen.” But such is 
not the case. Facts, indubitably prove the contrary. 
A new device has been hit upon by these truly legt- 
timate geniuses, which reflects upon them equal 
credit with all the rest. It is this—The Clergy 
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turning ALMANAC PepLens!! Ihave been credi- 
bly informed, that in a number of towns, in this 
county, clergymen have advertised from their re- 
spective pulpits, the “ Christian Almanac for 1824.” 
Expatiating largely upon its merits, its object, and 
the immense benefits that are calculated to result 
from its circulation, as its profits all go into the 
Missionary FPund—calling upon their hearers to 
purchase of them, and enjoining it upon them not 
to purchase any other kind!!! A pretty expedient 
this, really, the pulpit become a common stall, and its 
minister the attendant. O, shame, where is thyblush! 

Figure to yourself, Mr. Editor, for moment, the 
Reverend Doctor Paul, instead of holding forth to 
his impassioned audience, in his customary way, 
exhorting them to a love of “justice, mercy, and 
truth,” see him in his gilded church, with a bundle 
of the Christian .ilmanac, (that invaluable publica- 
tion) before him. Hear him expatiate on their in- 
comparable merits, dealing out to his hearers, nice 
calculations of the probable extent the profits of 
each Almanac will go towards saving some poor 
ignorant heathen from the gulf of eternal wretch- 
edness, urging them to purchase, and purchase libe- 
rally too, and by that means do something towards 
“ redeeming the millions who are daily and hourly 
sinking down to the regions of never-ending wo.” 
What think you, Mr, Editor, would have been the 
reply of his Master to such a course of conduet ? 
Speaking in the most mild manner possible, should 
we not read it in something like the following— 
“ Paul, what meanest thou? Did I not commission 
thee to go forth and promulgate life and salvation to 
poor erring man, and on my death and resurrection, 
to predicate the glorious resurrection of the whole 
human family—enjoining it upon thee to take nei- 
ther purse nor scrip on thy journey, but trust to 
whom thou wert sent for support? Freely as thou 
hast received, so freely give. Is not the pledge giv- 
en, that I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
me? Did I not instruct thee, that my mission was 
to seek and save a lost world? Have I not declared 
It is finished? And dost thou now talk of pur- 
chasing that, (with silver and gold) of which I am 
the rightful inheritor from the foundation of the 
world? Paul, surely thou art beside thyself. “mbi- 
tion hath made thee mad!!” 

But enough; there is something so ridiculous in 
the numerous measures 1esorted to of late, for ad- 
vancing what is said to be the Redeemer’s Kingdom, 
that we cannot but hope they will eventuate in self- 
destruction. They are a disgrace to the present 
age, and are only worthy of the dark reign of popery 
and fanaticism. For poor frail man to talk of pur- 
chasing the favour of Almighty God, and of bring- 
ing souls back to Christ, for the consideration of 
a few paltry pence, is absurd inthe extreme. And 
we humbly trust that the steady march of reason, 
will, ere long, lay prostrate every ideal scheme of 
this description, and that the time will eventually 
come, “when man shall rise, regenerate, in the 
noble attitude of his nature, and learn the great 
truth, that the good of all is the universal interest.” 

Fairfield county, (Con.) Oct. 1823. Cc. 





AN APPEAL 
To the Serious and Candid Professors of Chris. 
tiantty.—By Dr. T. S. Smith.— Birmingham - 
printed for M. Taylor. 1820. 


There can be no doubt, that, if such a most ex- 
traordinary doctrine as that there are three equal 
persons in one undivided essence, were really reveal- 


ed in Scripture, the proof of it could be pointed out ; 
for such a doctrine could not possibly be disclosed, in 
doubtful or obscure language. The nature of it ye- 
quires, that it should be clearly and expressly stated : 
and if mankind were ever iguorant of it, that igno- 
rance could not be removed but by this clear and ex- 
press statement. Where, then, in the Old or New 
Testament, is this statement to be found? Where 
does it say, that there are three persons in one God ? 
We know where, in the Old Testament, it is affirm- 
ed, by Jehovah himself, Besides me there is no God. 
Isaiah xliv. 6.—J, even J, am he, and THERE 1s No 
Gop with ME. Deut. xxxii. 39.—I am the Lord, 
and THERE 18 NONE ELSE. Isaiah xlv. 5.—Jam 
God, and THERE 1S NONE LIKE ME. Isaiah xlvi. 9. 
We know where, in the New Testament, it is af- 
firmed, THERE IS NONE OTHER Gop BUT ong. 
1 Cor. viii. 4.—And that THERE Is BUT ONE Gop 
Tae Farner. 1 Cor. viii. 6.—Upon these passages 
then, we giound our belief. It is because it is thus 
repeatedly declared in the Scriptures that there is 
one God, that there is but one God, that there is but 
one God the Father, that we receive it as a sacred 
and momentous truth ; and it is because it is never 
affirmed in the Scriptures, that there are three per- 
sons in one God, that we do not believe it, because, 
not being sanctioned by the only authority to which 
we bow. 

If there be any meaning in human language, if 
there be any authority in the commands of Jesus 
Christ, or any force in his example, then it is a 
certain truth, that Jehovah alone, that God the Fa- 
ther, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is the ONLY proper object of religious worship. 

Ow Lord himself solem.ly declares, that the true 
worshippers are those who worship the Farner in 
spirit and in truth, and that the Father seeketh such 
to worship him. Were there no other passage in 
the whole Bible, which authorizes the Unitarians to 
restrict their worship to the Father only, this would 
be abundantly sufficient. Nay, it most authorita- 
tively and solemnly commands them, if they would 
be considered true worshippers, to pay their adora- 
tion to no other person or being. By what fatality 
does it happen, that serious inquiring Christians 
never think of this passage ; or if they do think of 
it, by what means do they evade its force? What 
sense do they affix to it? If those are the true wor- 
shippers who worship the Father, how can they be 
so who worship two other beings besides the Father ? 
Those who worship the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, three persons in one God, are never in 
the Scriptures said to be the true worshippers. 
Those who worship the Father only, are. The wor- 
shipper of one God, in one person, has, therefore, the 
express and solemn declaration of Jesus Christ, that 
he is the true worshipper. All other persons whatso- 
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ever, ate destitute of this high and decisive au- 
thority ? 

But there are many other passages which bear di- 
rectly upon this subject, that are equally striking 
and authoritative. Such is the Lord’s Prayer itself, 
given by Jesus Christ, for the very purpose of teach- 
ing his disciples how to pray. The occasion to 
which we owe this model of authorized and accept- 
able worship, is so peculiar, and makes so directly 
in favour of the worshipper of one God in one person, 
that had he had the framing of circumstances which 
should for ever decide the matter as he wished it,bythe 
highest authority and in the most perfect manner, it 
is impossible to conceive how he could have caused 
any others to happen, which would have been so 
conclusive. The disciples of our Lord, as if appre- 
hensive that they might not have been in the habit 
of praying aright, or, believing that their divine 
Master might pour some fresh light upon their 
minds; or convinced that he would graciously re- 
move their errors if they were wrong, and establish 
them in the trath if they were right, with humility 
and earnestness, asked his counsel and direction. 
They appear, too, to have been deeply and solemnly 
impressed with his own manner of addressing the 
universal Parent; and they were convinced that no 
one was so well qualified to instruct them in the 
proper performance of this most important duty. 
ind it came to pass, says the sacred historian, that 
as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceas- 
ed, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us 
to pray, as John also taught his disciples ; and he 
said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Farner 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king- 
dom come, for ruine. ts the kingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever, men. 

Now, [ not only say, that Christians have a right 
to regulate their worship according to this perfect 
pattern of prayer, but [ affirm, that it is their solemn 
and indispensable duty to do so. If ever the com- 
mands of Jesus Christ were authoritative, if ever 
his directions were complete, they must be conceived 
to be so in this instance ;—for it regards an act the 
most important upon which he could convey in- 
struction, and the most intimately connected with the 
great object of his mission. If however the general 
practice of Christians in the present day be right, 
this example of prayer, instead of being a perfect 
pattern of it, is exceedingly defective. It directs 
the mind to one object, one person, one being alone ; 
and to this one object, person, or being, it gives the 
name of Farure. This, therefore, was a most di- 
rect and complete confirmation of the great pecu- 
liarity of the Unitarian doctrine. 

It was a most direct and complete confirmation of 
the general practice of our Lord’s disciples, who, in 
common with all Jews, were in the habit of praying 
to one God in one person ; for, that the Jews were ac- 
guainted with the doctrine of the Trinity,and that they 
paid their adorations to a Triune God, no one pre- 
tends to believe, since the doctrine is always spoken 
of as one of the peculiarities of the Christian system. 

Here then are a number of persons, who had al- 





person, assembled round a being, who was come in- 
to the world on purpose to instruct them in every 
thing that concerns the Deity. According to the 
common notion, they had been in the habit of be- 
lieving a great error, and of acting exceedingly 
wrong ; for, if it be proper to worship the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, three equal persons 
in ove undivided essence, the worship of one of 
these persons, of the Father only, must be a great 
error. With the earnestness of sincerity, they be- 
seech their divine instructor to open their minds to 
the perception of the truth ; and indeed, to enlight- 
en them on this very subject, was one great object 
of his coming into the world. What then does he 


do in answer to their request? Does he avail him- 

self of this opportunity to remove their error ? Does 

he tell them that they have done well to ask him, 

for that they have all along been addressing their 

adorations not to the proper object of worship, but to 

only a part of that object? Does he say, “ You 

have been in the habit of praying to the Father on- 

ly ? This is wrong, for there are three equal persons 

in the Godhead, who demand alike the homage of 
your hearts. There are the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Ghost; it is your duty to worship each.” 

Does he command them, when ye pray, say,—* O 

God the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon us— 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the werld, have mer- 

cy upon us—O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, have mercy upon us— 
O holy, blessed, ang glorious Trinity, three Persons 
in one God, have mercy upon us ?” Does he enjoin 
them to urge their petitions by such pleas as the 
following,—* By the mystery of thy holy incarna- 
tion ; by thy holy nativity and circumcision ; by thy 
baptism, fasting, and temptation ; by thine agony 
and bloody sweat; by thy cross.and passion; by 
thy precious death and burial; by thy glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and by the coming of 
the Holy Ghost ?” We know who has commanded us 
thus to pray, but we know that it is not Jesus Christ. 
Happily, his own words ace placed upon record, and 
they are: When ye pray, say, “ Our Father who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, thine is the kingdom,” &c. 
We foliow his direction; we conceive that we are 
bound to do so; we think that we are likely to be 
led into misconception in opinion, and error in 
practice, by following: any other guide ; and because 
this is our belief, and because we act in conformity 
to it, we are denounced as heretics. 

Is it possible that, if Jesus Christ knew that it was 
proper and necessary for his disciples to pray to three 
Persons in one God, and that to teach them this 
was one great object for which he came into the 
world, he would never tell them so; would allow 
such an opportunity as the present to escape, with- 
out disclosing to them this momentous truth, and 
would never, that we know of, avail himself of any 
other occasion to do so? Even supposing what can 
never be proved, that his disciples were already ful- 
ly instructed in the doctrine of the Trinity, it is evi- 
dent that they were not satisfied with regard to the 





ways been in the habit of praying to one God, in one 





manner in which they ought to worship it. They 
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were, at least, not sure that they ought to say, “ O 
holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in 
one God.” They had never been in the habit of 
using such a formulary; and they were not yet con- 
vinced that it was their duty todo so. They apply, 
therefore, to their Master for instruction, and instead 
of directing them to pray after this new mode, he 
commands them to employ the language to which 
they had always been accustomed ; for every person 
knows that the words of the Lord’s Prayer are a se- 
lection from the liturgy in common use among the 
Jews in the days of our Lord. 

So that, even supposing the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty to be true, and that Jesus Christ had distinctly 
disclosed it to his disciples, of which, however, there 
is not the shadow of authority, it ought to make no 
alteration in our addresses to the Deity ; for it is 
still our duty to pray to the Father, and unless any 
one will say that the directions of Jesus Christ are 
defective, to the Father on!y. The Father is not 
the Son, nor the Holy Ghost; neither are the Holy 
Ghost and the Son the Father. The term Father is 
never supposed to comprehend in it the Son and the 
Holy Ghost ; it is always applied to the first Person 
in the Trinity, and to him alone. Certain, there- 
fore, it is, that Jesus Christ commands his disciples 
to pray to one God in one Person; for even admit- 
ting, that there are three Persons in the Godhead, 
Jesus Christ leaves out two of them, and directs us 
to pray to oneonly. We have then his positive and 


express command to pray to the Father; we have 
not his positive and express command to pray to the 
Son and the Holy Ghost. 


How seriously ought ev- 
ery conscientious Christian to consider this ! 

When the disciples of our Lord, perceiving that he 
was in the daily habit of praying to the Father, and to 
no other person or being ; when this was the practice 
to which they themselves were always accustomed ; 
when they expressly asked him if this practice were 
right, and he assured them that it was, by directing 
them to continue the use of the common language, 
could they possibly believe that they were to wor- 
ship two other persons besides the one invocated in 
the form prescribed? Could they conceive that Je- 
sus Christ himself was one of those other persons ? 
He whose most humble and devout addresses to the 
Father they so often witnessed, could they imagive 
that this very being was the Father, or an essential 
part of the Father ? If so, to whom could they sup- 
pose his devotions were addressed ? Could they im- 
agine it was God praying to God; or were they 
aware that it was his human addressing his divine 
nature ? Suppose this to be true, could the discove- 
ry of this most extraordinary fact beam upon their 
minds without an overwhelming amazement ? 
When first the conviction of it entered their minds, 
must it not have absorbed all their faculties in aston- 
ishment and awe ? When they came to discover that 
a Being who had every appearance and property of 
a man; with whom they had always associated as 
such ; whom they had seen hungry and athirst ; 
whose weary steps, as he travelled from place to 
place on the business of benevolence, they had often 
accompanied ; whose slumbers they had watched, 


and to the wants of whose nature they had whee 


ministered ; when they came to discover that this 
being was not what he appeared, and what they had 
hitherto supposed ; that he was not a man, but the 
self-existent and immortal God,—what a momen: 
must that have been! What amazement, what awe 
inust have seized them! With what sensations must 
they ever after have contemplated him! With what 
reverence must they have approached him! Whey 
in future they saw him kneeling down to pray; 
when they watched him wrapped in devotion,—how 
must they have looked one upon the other! How 
must that extraordinary situation, for that most ex- 
traordinary Being, have impressed their minds! Is 
it possible that it should never have caused a single 
expression of surprise to escape them? Or, that, 
when they were commissioned by this wonderfu! 
personage to disclose these astonishing facts to the 
world, they should never speak of the error into 
which they at first fell; of the manner in which it 
was removed; of the sensations that overwhelmed 
them on the discovery of the stupendous truth ; that, 
on the contrary, they should continue to speak to 
him, and of him, as if none of these things had ever 
happened ; that they should represent him in all 
manner of situations but that one which must have 
been infinitely more memorable and interesting to 
thei than any other, and should give him all man- 
ner of high and dignified appellations but that one 
which is most exalted of all, and the most descrip- 
tive of his nature ? The term God-man, essential to 
the hypothesis that Jesus Christ possesses a human 
and divine nature, was invented as soon as this doc- 
trine was conceived; but being altogether absent 
from the minds of the writers of the New Testament, 
the term which is descriptive of it, is nowhere to be 
found in the records of his life and doctrine. 

What is it renders any body of Christians worthy 
of the esteem and friendship of their brethren ? Is 
itan invariable and close adherence to the Scrip- 
tures? Unitarians contend, that they can not only 
express every peculiarity of their faith in the very 
words of Scripture, but that there are no other 
words by which they can express them with so much 
precision and energy. Are they asked concerning 
their faith in God? They answer in the words of 
Paul, “ To us there is but one God, the Father.” 
Are they questioned concerning his nature ? They 
reply in the words of John, “ God is love.” Are 
they asked concerning their belief in Christ? They 
answer with Peter, “ Jesus of Nazareth is a man ap- 
proved of God by signs and wonders, which God 
did by him.” Are they questioned concerning his 
office ? They say with Paul, “ There is one God, 
and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus.” But what other sect is there that 
can thus express the peculiarities of their faith in the 
language of Scripture ? Where do the Trinitarians 
find their favourite phrases, Trinity, Triune God, 
incarnate God, God-man ? 

These are some of the considerations which weigh 
upon the minds of Unitarians, which they can re- 
move by no effort, and to which they call the seri- 





ous and solemn attention of their fellow-christians. 











che causes of the state of affairs in the religious world 
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CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCE. 
If mankind would take the trouble to inquire into 


xthe present, and during past ages, back to the 
ime of our Saviour’s appearance on earth, and aid 
their investigation by a comparison of the effects of 
che same cause, much of the dissention and uncer- 
‘ainty, as well as impositions of the present day in 
which we live, would be done away. But, so long 
js the public receive the current of their opinions, 
and the prominent features of their religious creed, 
js well as their charitable feelings from a pampered 
ergy, so long they will be hoodwinked, and their 
hands turned every man against his fellow. It is 
aremarkable, and a lamentable fact, too, that men 
generally do not use their reason in theological 
questions, as they are wont to do in secular con- 
cerns; but give and expect a blind assent to errors 
sanctioned only by time and custom, and the obsti- 
yacy and impudence of those who advocate them, 
and whose worldly interest is predicated on their 
popularity and continuance. Not to fatigue the 
reader with general remarks, however true and ob- 
vious, we point at Once to facts, and let reason and 
‘ommon sense judge of the whole matter. It is so 
certain as to be admitted as an axiom, that the same 
causes will produce the same effects. Go back to the 
Pharisees of Christ’s day, and their compeers in 
pretension and holy arrogance, and consider the 
effects of the spirit which dwelt in their bosoms, 
and dictated and governed their conduct. Ask— 
Who were most honourable, most popular, and 
most esteemed by the world, or the majority, at that 
time? You must answer—The Pharisees. Who 
were despised and treated with contumely and 
slanderous invective, above allothers? Answer— 
The believers in, and followers of, the meek and 
lowly Jesus. What is the present state of affairs ? 
Will the same causes produce the same effects ? 
Most certainly. We ask—Who now are despised 
and rejected of the world, the majority? Who are 
considered above all others, as the offscourings of 
the earth ? Who can say with the persecuted Paul, 
“ For we both labour and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men, especially of those that believe 7” We believe 
the reader must say, The sect called Universalists, 
suffer more reproach, than all the rest of mankind 
put together. Why this reproach ; this obloquy ; 
this contumely? The answer is always the same, 
“For we both labour and suffer reproach, because 
we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men, especially of them that believe.” Let a man 
trust in a decree of election, graduated on Calvin’s 
or Hopkins’s scale, or on the works of the creature, 
according tothe Arminian creed, and he will suffer 

reproach, if any. Let a man trust in a god 
Who is the saviour of some men, of a part, of a few 
of mankind, and his labour is lightened by the com- 
platent smile of a multitude of Pharisees. The sun, 
when he blazes in his meridian glory, diffusing his 
cheering beams in noon-day splendour, is not more 
apparégt than the conclusions which flow from these 





glaring premises. 


We reiterate the truth. It blazes around us, and 
its coruscations shoot in dazzling brilliancy, and 
lightens to the very foundation of the fabric of mur- 
ky error. We view the prototypes of modern Pha- 
risees, and the modern Pharisees at a single glance. 
Their cause is one. The same spirit, and the same 
motives are identified as the same causes, producing 
the same effects. “ The world loves its own.” Its 
voice is raised to cover the heads of its favourites 
with the putrid canopy of reproach and slander, and 
shield them in corruption’s cankered fortress. O 
ye sages of primitive reproach, chastened amid the 
invective of polished saints and worldlings, and re- 
jected with the Master and High Priest of your pro- 
fession, how would the thunder of your eloquence 
echo in the splendid palaces and pampered abodes of 
modern corruption! What would be your holy in- 
dignation on viewing the glutted pre-eminence of 
wolves in your own clothing, preying sanctimoni- 
ously upon the vitals of charity, and sanctioning all 
their pretensions and possessions, by a reference to 
their conformity with your principles and practices ! 
—fi 
EXTRACT. 
4 When I was in Italy,” says a modern traveller, 
“a priest was preaching abaut a poor sinner who had 
departed this life. His soul appeared before God, and 
was required to give an account of all his actions. 
The evil and the good were afterwards thrown 
into opposite scales, in order to see which prepon- 
derated. That containing the good proved much 
the lightest, and instantly flew up to the beam. His 
poor soul was condemned to the infernal regions, 
conducted by angels to the bottomless pit, delivered 
over to devils, and thrown into flames. ‘ Already,’ 
said the preacher, ‘ had the devouring element cov- 
ered his feet «nd legs, and proceeded upwards even 
unto his bowels ; in his vitals, oh! brethren, he felt 
them. He sunk, and only his head appeared above 
the waves of fire, when he cried out to God and 


said he, ‘look down upon me; oh! take compas- 
sion upon me, and throw into the scale of my good 


the convent of His saint instantly took the 
hint; gathered together all the lime and stone, 
threw them into the scale of good, which immedi- 
ately preponderated ; the scale of evil immediately 
sprang up to the beam, and the sinner’s soul into 
paradise at the same moment. Now you sce by this, 
brethren, how useful it is to keep the convents in 
repair; for had it not been for the lime and stone 
bestowed by this sinner, his poor soul would even 
now, children, be consuming in hell fire; and yet 
you are so blind as to let the convent and the 
church, built by your forefathers, fall to ruin.’ “ At 
this time,” continues the author, “ these people 
wanted to get a new convent built, and had recourse 
to this expedient to procure money, which after this, 
poured in upon them from al! quarters.” 
REMARKS. 

Now, reader, we know you will laugh at this 
story, and call ita wicked and foolish invention of 
one man to deceive others; and yet you know that 





afterwards to his patron saint. ‘ Oh! patron!’ 
Pp p 


deeds, all the lime and stone which I gave to repair 
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had any of the hearers of this discourse dared to ask 
the priest where he obtained these particulars, he 
would instantly have been called a “ Heretic,” 
“ Infidel,” &c. and perhaps he would have been 
burned for denying religion!—Such is the force of 
supersution, that its effects upon the human mind 
are searcely to be equalled by any other power. 
How striking the similarity between this preacher's 
harangue, and those which we frequentiy hear 
among ourselves, from the advocates of missions! 
These preachers tell us, that people, perhaps in In- 
dia, or in the western woods, are “ sinking into hell 
(we quote their own words) every hour, because they 
have no preaching ;” and the moment you ask the 
speaker for his proof, or how he knows his story is 
true, he raises the cry “ Infidel! you blaspheme 
in thus prying into God’s secrets,” &c. This some- 
times has the effect to secure the man from these in- 
terrogations ; for, as we said before, superstition is 
not easily overcome, and a man that is cursed by it, 
has awful ideas of the effects of anathemas. Can 
any thing be more ridiculous than these things? If 
so, we Wish some one would take the trouble to in- 
form us what, for really we know of nothing that 
can even compare with them. Plain Truth. 
—_—~—— 
THE RESURRECTION. 

* Death held his sceptre over the Son of God, 
till the third day began to dawn upon the world ; 
when on a sudden the earth trembled to its centre, 
and the powers of heaven were shaken. But who 
is this that cometh forth from the tomb—with dyed 
garments from the bed of death? It is thy Prince, 
© Zion—Nations of the earth, it is your Lord. He 
hath trodden the wine press alone; but now he 
arises a conqueror from the grave, and brings salva- 
tion to the sons of men. The Father of Mercies 
looked down from his throne in the heavens; with 
complacency he beheld his world restored—he saw 
his work that it was good. ‘Then did the desert re- 
joice ; the face of nature was gladdened before him, 
when the blessings of the Eternal descended as the 
dew of heaven for the refreshing of the nations.” 


a 
A NEW ARTICLE OF DIET. 

We learn that clergymen are in the practice of 
sometimes visiting the sick who are poor, and leav- 
ing with thema T'ract or two! Would it not be more 
beneficial to the sick, who are destitute of the ne- 
cessaries, to say nothing of the comforts of life, to 
furnish them something for the suffering body ? This 
wonderful anxiety for the soul, and shametul neglect 
of the body, which can be benefited immediately, 
speaks volumes ! 

—_—o—— 
NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY. 

The controversy between Mr. Woodworth, editor 
of the * New-Jerusalem Missionary,” and the edi- 
tor of this paper, is assuming a curious aspect. Our 
only motive, we trust, is to elicit truth, and to ex- 
pose error. We court no laurels or reward, and we 
fear no reproach, and dread no loss. We shall 
therefore go straight forward ; occasionally express- 
iwg our pity for Mr. W., and lamenting his way- 





- —- ——— 


wardness. His readers, we hope, at least a majority 
of them, have better judgment than their editor, and 
will discover his mistakes and incongruities. Ww, 
have carefully avoided every mode of expression 
which could irritate, or be a sufficient cause of dis. 
pleasure. We shall continue this course, and Mr. 
W.’s readers will account for any extraordinary ex. 
citements he may occasionally labour under. We 
hope he will continually remember his high respon- 
sibility, and the dignity of his avocations; being, as 
he avers, a co-worker, or co-operating with the 
blessed God. Now, if Mr. W. manifests a spirit 
different from God’s Spirit, we shall be more in- 
clined to doubt the alliance. The following is from 
Mr. W.’s Number for September. In our next, we 
shall introduce his Reply contained in his Number 
for October. 





“ UNIVERSALISM. 

“ We have a ‘long account to settle’ with th: 
gentlemen of this denomination ; but as their ¢ biljx 
were not presented’ until we had made such ar- 
rangements for the present number of the ‘ Mission- 
ary’ as left but little space unoccupied, we are com- 
pelled to defer our replies to Mr. Fitz, and others, 
until next month. In the mean time, however, we 
must ‘ force an opening,’ in this page, to do away an 
erroneous impression which may be received fiom 
reading the first sentence of Mr. Fitz’s reply, in the 

“ GOSPEL HERALD. 

“ After quoting our remarks, as published in this 
Magazine for last month, page 113, Mr. Fitz com- 
mences his reply in the following words : 

* Mr. Woodworth has very ingeniously evaded an- 
swering our questions, and politely mistaken about 
the whole of our argument.’ 

“ Now let the public judge whether we have 
evaded answering the questions proposed by Mr. F. 
or not. Here follow his questions, and our answers, 
copied verbatim from the Missionary : 

“ Question. ‘ Now we would wish to ask, whether 
Mr. W. would like to admit that God’s mercy is 
finite ? 

* Answer. ‘So far from admitting “ that God's 
mercy is finite,” we say it is infinite, and extends 
even to the hells.’ p. 117. 

* Question. ‘That a sufficient reason cannot be 
given to satisfy a being who is perfect in mercy, for 
the permission of the present state of affairs ” 

“ Answer. ‘ We know that “ a sufficient reason 
can be given for the permission of the present state 
of affairs ;” but Mr. F. has not assigned the right 
one; and we suspected that he could not, without 
impugning his own doctrines.’ p. 117. 

* Question. ‘ Is the God you worship able to save 
mankind, and to make them holy and happy ?” 

“ Answer. ‘We have attempted to prove that man 
cannot be saved, or made holy and happy against 
his own will?’ p. 167. ‘If man says, “ Evil, be thou 
my good,” God cannot prevent him without first de- 
priving him of all that constitutes him a humat 
being,’ [viz. freedom of will.] p. 116. 

“ Question. ‘ When and before God created man, 
in the aggregate or an individual, did your God 
know the consequence to man, individually, and ir 
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the aggregate, whom he was about to create, of cre- 
ting him ?” 

« 4Inswer. * With the great I AM, the past, 
present, and future, form one eternal NOW, on 
which fore-knowledge cannot be predicated.’ p. 
117. 

“ Question. * Had your God a design, extend- 
ing to the final destiny of every man, when he cre- 
ated him? Was that design the good or ill of the 


ab) 
creature £ 
“ Answer. ‘ He created man, and peopled all the 


worlds of the universe, for the pu: pose of imparting 
f other beings, from the inexhaustible fund of his 
own infinite felicity. The end of creation was the 
eternal happiness of the creature ; and every thing 
in the universe was intended [designed] solely for 
the promotion ofthatend. Hence man was endow- 
ed with freedom of will, in order that he might be 
capable of conjoining himself to his Creator by re- 
generation, and thereby become receptive of heavenly 
felicity. Being a free agent, man had the power of 
turning to God, or turning from him. He exercised 
this power, turned from the only fountain of spiritu- 
al life, was no longer receptive of felicity, and was 
consequently miserable. This state continued un- 
til man had nearly lost the freedom of his will, and 
the power of returning to God. From this dread- 
ful condition, however, God redeemed him, by 
coming in the flesh, and conquering the hells, which 

with man’s consent,) had shackled his mind, and 
held his will in bondage. Since that period every 
man has full power to turn to God and live. Some 
exercise this power—others do not—all are free to 
act as they please.’ p. 117. 

“ Question. ‘Is your future hell a place of cor- 
rection for the reformation of the sinner, or a place 
of endless torment ?” 

“ Answer. ‘We have shown that hell is not a 
place, but a state, adapted to the disposition [or ru- 
ling love} of its subjects.’ p, 117. 

“ Question. ‘If your God knew that man would 
be tormented endlessly, did he not make him for 
that express purpose ? If he made him for this pur- 
pose, is not your God cruel ?’ 

“ Answer. ‘ God did not design any man for this 
stale, and consequently cannot be charged with cru- 
elty.’ p.117. ‘ Every soul enters into the state of 
hts own choice—every one voluntarily conjoins him- 
self to a society, whose desires and thoughts are in 
exact agreement with his own.’ p.115. After death 
‘each one enters into the joy of his lord, (his ruling 
affection,) whether it be God or Mammon. He 
who feels unhappy in the society of the godly here, 
would be still more unhappy in such society there. 
Consequently the existence of that state (not place) 
which the Scriptures call hell, is an eternal evidence 
of the mercy of God; for thousands would be in§- 
nitely more unhappy without it.’ p. 116. 

“ Question. ‘If he made him for another pur- 
pose, and he did not answer the purpose intended, 
is he not ignorant and impotent ? 

“ Answer. ‘He made him free to stand or fall, 
and cannot, therefore, be either ignorant or impo- 


“ Such were our answers to the questions pro- 
posed by Mr. F., and yet he says, that we have * in- 
geniously evaded answering’ them. Surely 
could not have read our remarks with that attention 
which the subject merits, however feeble the re- 
marks may be in themselves. 
“ In our next number he shall hear from us again, 
when we hope to prove that he has ‘ politely mis- 
taken the meaning’ of the Apostle, who speaks of 
our being ‘ changed in the twinkling of an eye.’ A 
change of the heart is not here alluded to, for the 
language of the whole Bible tends to show that a 
change from sin to holiness, is always a progressive 
and gradual work, which can never be effected 
without man’s co-operation. * Work out your own 
salvation -with fear and trembling.’ ‘For we are 
labourers together with God.’ * Wash you, make 
you clean; cease to do evil; learn to do well.’ If 
this be not co-operation on the part of man, in pro- 
ducing that change which renders the soul suscep- 
tible of heavenly happiness, we are ignorant of the 
meaning of the word. And what is the result of 
this co-operation ? ‘ Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool.’” 

REMARKS. 
We have published the whole of Mr. W.’s intro- 
duction to his “long account,” to prevent a possi- 
bility of misconstruction relative to our motives. 
Not to fatigue the reader, we would only observe, 
that Mr. W. has shifted the arrangement of the fol- 
lowing—We ask, “whether Mr. W. would like to 
admit that God’s mercy is finite? That a sufficient 
reason cannot be given to satisfy a being who is 
perfect in mercy, for the present state of affairs ?” 
Mr. W. acknowledges God’s mercy to be infinite ; 
and says—* We know that a sufficient reason can 
be given,” &c. Now, the reason we assign is, that 
man may be raised immortal, incornuptible, and 
glorious; and be made the recipient of God’s 
perfections, which will ensure and perpetuate his 
happiness. If Mr. W. can assign a better one, we 
shall be glad to receive it. 

Our question, whether “ God is able to save man- 
kind,” &c. appears to be answered in the negative. 
Will Mr. W. be consistent, and add that it would 
imply a contradiction to say, God ts able to save 
mankind ? 

Our question, whether “God knew the conse- 
quence to man,” &c. also appears to be answered 
in the negative. Would it also imply a contradic- 
tion, to say, God knew “ the consequence to man, 


of the license which is granted by courtesy, declared, 
that 
* One eternal now doth always last!" 

Are the flighty vagaries, and strange imagina- 
tions of uninspired men, to be received as authority, 
because their assertions rhyme, in opposition to the 
voice of inspiration, which declares, “ Known unto 
God are all his works from the beginning of the 
world ;” (Acts xv. 18.) “J am God, and there is 
none like me; declaring the end from the begin- 





tent.’ p. 117. 





ning ?” (Isa. xlvi. 10.) There is none like the true 


individually,” &c. Because a poet, availing himself 
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God. Mr. W.’s God cannot save ; and is so igno- 
rant as not to know any thing but the present / 

Mr. W. is consistent in saying God did not design 
any man for hell. Surely, a being who only knows 
the present, and is not able to effect his purposes, 
(if he has any) without man’s assistance, cannot be 
supposed to design any thing with certainty. 


—~<— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—In a late Number you published remarks on 
a Sermon delivered at Morristown, (N. J.) by the 
Rev. Mr. Brownley, of Basking-Ridge, at the re- 
quest of a Watchman. As I heard the Rev. Gen- 
tleman, I should be pleased to see your remarks on 
his arguments, instead of Dr. Clarke’s Commenta- 
ries, as it is presumed M1. B. does not agree with 
Dr. C. It is also presumed Mr. B. will give a copy 
of his Sermon, if requested. Yours, &c. 

A HEARER. 
Morristown, (.V. J.) Oct. 1822. 

Note. It is time for us to notice Mr. B.’s argu- 
ments when we know them. At present we can 
only conjecture. If the Rev. Gentleman will fa- 
vour us with a copy of his objections to the doctrine 
we ativocate, we will then examine them. ED. 

—=— 
NATURE OF SAVING GRACE, 

We recollect having read an essay on the “ Na- 
ture of saving Grace.” We have for some time 
past been of the opinion that religionists use mot- 
toes without regard to the meaning of words; and 
selecting a sentence, go on pell mell in absurdity. 
Reader, what is the nature of poisonous arsenic ? 
Is it not to poison? What is the nature of saving 
grace? Is it not to save ? When we say, “ God be 
gracious ;”’ we must mean this—God be favourable ; 
for the Scripture use of the term, is favour. There- 
fore, God is either gracious, or ungracious to man- 
kind. That is, favourable or unfavourable. The 
Scriptures assure us, that “ in His favour is life.” 
Is God “ good to all ?” Are His“ tender mercies over 
all His works?” What is grace, or favour, but 
goodness, and tender mercy? And this for ALL! 
Reader, God’s grace or favour is sufficient for thee, 
for thine, for all mankind. Believe, confide, re- 

joice for evermore. 
—>—— 


From a London Paper. 

The following beautiful stanzas, by Mr. Bowring, are from 
a small volume just published, entitled “ Matins and 
Vespers.” 

SISTE VIATOR! 


Look around thee! See decay 

On her wings of darkness, sweeping 
Earth’s proud monuments away; 

See the Muse of History weeping 
O’er the ruins Time hath made ; 
Strength in dust and ashes laid— 

Virtue in oblivion sleeping. 


Look around thee! Wisdom there 
Careless Death confounds with Folly, 
a common sepulchre! 
See the unrighteous and the holy, 
Blended in the general wreck. 


Look around thee! Beauty's light 
Is extinguished ; Death assembles 
Youth's gay morn, and Age's night— 
And the steadfast mountain trembles 
At his glance, like Autumn’s leaf: 
All, he cries, is vain—is brief— 
And the tyrant ne'er dissembles. 


Look behind thee! Cities hid 

In the night of treacherous story ; 
Many a crumbling pyramid, 

Many a pile of senseless glory, 
Temples into ruin hurl'd, 
(Fragments of an earlier world,) 

Broken fanes, and altars hoary. 


Look behind thee! Men whose frown 

Made whole nations quake before them—- 
What is left of their renown ?— 

Wrecks around, oblivion o’er them. 
Kings and conquerors '—where are they ?— 
Ask yon worthless heaps of clay. - 

Oh, despise not, but deplore them ! 





Look behind thee! Bards sublime, 
Smiling nymphs, and solemn sages— 

Go! inquire their names of Time ; 
Bid it read its earliest pages. 

Foolish questioner! If Fame 

Guard through years a cherished name— 
Fame itself decays in ages. 


Look before thee! All the glare, 
All the pomp around thee glowing, 
All that eharms the eye or ear, 
Strains of softest music flowing, 
Grace and Beauty—all are sped 
Towards the ruins of the dead— 
Thither thou and thine are going. 


Look before thee! At yon vault, 
Where Time’s ravage is recorded, 
Thou wilt be compelled to halt ; 
Thou wilt be no more regarded 
Than the meekest, meanest slave, 
Sleeping in a common grave, 
Unrespected—unrewarded. 


Look before thee! At thy feet 

Monarchs sleep like meaner creatures ; 
Where the voices, now so sweet? 

Where the fair ones’ smiling features ? 
Hopest thou to escape the tomb? 
That which was thy father’s doom, 

Will be thine, thy son's, and nature's’ 


Look above thee! There indeed 

May thy thoughts repose delighted. 
If thy wounded bosom bleed, 

If thy fondest hopes are blighted ; 
There a streain of comfort flows, 
There a sun of splendor glows: 

Wander, then, no more benighted 


Look above thee! Ages roll, 

Present, past, and future blending— 
Earth hath nought to soothe a soul 

"Neath affliction’s burden bending, 
Nothing ‘gainst the tempest’s shock ; 
Heaven must be the pilgrim’s rock, 

And to Heaven his steps are tending. 
Look above thee! Never eye 

Saw such pleasures as await thee ! 
Thought ne'er reached such scenes of joy 

As are there prepared to meet thee : 
Light undying—seraphs’ lyres— 
Angel welcomes—cherub choirs 

Smiling through Heaven's doors to greet thee. 

—<—>>—— 


PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
The “Society for the Investigation and Fstablishment ot 
Gospel Truth,” will in future meet on TUESDAY Even- 
ings, at half-past six o’elock, at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 
63 Chrystie-street. Christians of every sect are invited to 
attend. 
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Well those tears may wet thy cheek— 
Tears of doubt and melancholy. 





Payable in Advance. 





